Quakertown Borough Public Statement
February 20, 2026 Incident

Since the events of February 20%, Quakertown Borough has largely remained silent while the
Bucks County District Attorney’s Office undertakes its investigation of this matter. That
investigation, however, is taking more time than anticipated, and as such, the Borough believes it
cannot wait any longer to provide its residents with a full and complete account of the events
leading up to and including the melee in front of Sunday’s Deli & Restaurant on Friday, February
20, 2026.

Before we begin our account, however, we want to assure you that we, Borough Council, Borough
Administration, and the Police Department are deeply aware of the pain that the February 20%
incident has inflicted on our Quakertown community. At this point in time, the purpose of this
communication is not to prove the guilt or innocence of any person or group; but it is intended to
provide a balanced explanation of events. We simply want to set forth the facts as they have been
shown and told to us. We know that there are reasonable opinions that arise from an event of this
magnitude, but we offer this summary with the anticipation that this communication will help
forward the healing process our community needs now. The Borough’s account is as follows:

On February 10, 2026, members of the Quakertown Police Department (QPD) were informed of
a planned mass student walkout/protest at Quakertown High School. Subsequently, QPD learned
that the event would be held on Friday, February 20, 2026 after lunch and take place along Park
Avenue between South 5% and 6™ Streets on the High School’s property. At that time, the
Quakertown Community School District (QCSD) had decided to permit this protest to occur and
would allow two sets of protesters, those who were supportive of ICE (U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement) and those who were critical of ICE, to walkout/protest on the school
grounds on February 20%. Upon receipt of this information, QPD started planning how to monitor
and police this event.

We must interject here that QPD has accumulated a stellar record and reputation over the past
several years regarding public protests and demonstrations. Chief McElree and the entire
Department have ap acknowledged history of cooperative planning, guiding, and protecting
organized groups representing varying political or social positions to ensure such events are held
peacefully and safely while safeguarding everyone’s constitutional rights. This was QPD’s goal
with the planned February 20® protest.

During the evening of February 19, 2026, QPD became aware of an anonymous tip submitted via
the Safe2Say tipline warning of someone showing up with a gun at the following day’s protest. In
light of this warning, the QCSD decided to cancel the protest. Despite this cancellation, QPD
opted-to keep in place its plans to monitor and police the protest because it anticipated students
would ignore the cancellation and carry out the protest off of school grounds.

Around 11:30 am on February 20", approximately 40 students left the High School and started
walking toward Broad Street in the Borough in protest of ICE. Soon after, other students also left
the High School and started following the protesters in vehicles and harassing them. This protest,



the resultant counter-protest, and students’ absences were not sanctioned by QCSD, and all of
these students left the High School without permission. To avoid creating a law enforcement
presence that could potentially create tension or intimidate the protesters, QPD officers in plain
clothes monitored the protest while other officers in uniform remained on standby in case issues
arose. Based on prior experience with protests, QPD was particularly concerned with agitators
opposed to the protesters turning up and causing problems and safety concerns. As the protesters
walked down Broad Street, marked patrol cars which had been stationed blocks ahead were cleared
out to prevent any inference that QPD was attempting to intimidate the protestors.

While the protest started off peacefully, as the protesters entered the downtown area of the Borough
(Broad Street), they became more and more unruly, disruptive, and unlawful, which behavior
placed their lives and the lives and property of bystanders at risk. In particular, protesters blocked
streets and intersections, walked in front of moving cars forcing them to brake suddenly, forced
cars to drive in opposing lanes of traffic, cursed at passing vehicles, punched and kicked at least
one vehicle, hit the side mirror of a vehicle, and threw an ice ball at another vehicle. Several QPD
officers, including Chief McElree from his police vehicle, directed the protesters to stay on the
sidewalk and to not block traffic or walk into the middle of the street. QPD was concerned that
protesters could be hit by a car accidentally or intentionally injured by a motorist who may not
share their views. Moreover, officers did not want protesters disrupting traffic. Officers, however,
ended up having to stop traffic when protesters continued to walk and stand in the roadway to
ensure the protesters’ safety. Throughout these interactions, the protesters responded to these
requests and warnings with obscenities directed at the officers. Despite giving the protesters ample
warnings about what behaviors were unlawful and would not be tolerated, certain protesters
continued to defy the QPD with inappropriate, illegal, and dangerous actions and continued to urge
their fellow protesters to do the same. Luckily, most of the protesters recognized such behavior
as illegal, stupid, and counterproductive.

When it became clear these warnings were not having the intended effect and were not preventing
the continuing dangerous and unlawful behavior, QPD personnel decided to arrest the primary
instigator of this bad behavior to ensure the other protesters did not start emulating her. When an
officer attempted to effectuate this arrest in front of Sunday’s Deli & Restaurant, the subject
protester resisted and was pulled away from the arresting officer by other protesters. She then
moved behind other protesters, who actively shielded this instigator from members of the QPD
and possible arrest. When the officer who originally attempted to arrest the instigator subsequently
became occupied with another protester, he pointed the instigator out to other personnel of the
QPD, including Chief McElree, who were arriving on scene.

Chief McElree, who was in plain clothes, arrived on scene in his unmarked police vehicle with his
emergency lights and siren activated. Upon seeing the instigator being pointed out, Chief McElree
moved into the crowd and attempted to grab this protester to assist with her arrest. As he moved
through the crowd, Chief McElree was first blocked and then attacked by multiple protesters in
multiple waves over the next several minutes. These attacks occurred despite several uniformed
officers being in the immediate area and continued despite Chief McElree being identified as a
member of QPD. Chief McElree sustained multiple punches to the head and body by various
protesters. He was punched in the front of the head multiple times by a protester using cell phone
as an impact weapon. He was hit in the head by a protester swinging her backpack as a weapon.



He was attacked in the head from behind. Furthermore, protesters continued to punch and kick
Chief McElree even after he fell to the ground. One protestor can be seen intentionally weaving
through the crowd to get to the Chief and attack him while he was already on the ground. These
attacks resulted in Chief McElree suffering, amongst other injuries, three fractured ribs, a
pneumothorax (a lethal condition if not immediately and properly diagnosed and treated), hearing
loss, and a serious concussion. In the aftermath of these attacks many of the protesters who
attacked the Chief actively resisted being placed under arrest by uniformed officers.

As for Chief McElree’s positioning of his arm around a protester’s upper torso/neck, that was due
to the disparity in height between the Chief and this protester and the Chief being physically
attacked and knocked to the ground. This was not a chokehold. The Chief has never applied a
chokehold in his career and has never been trained on how to apply a chokehold. Furthermore,
QPD does not use chokeholds as a law enforcement technique.

Representatives of the protesters have publicly stated that the protesters did not know who Chief
McElree was, did not recognize him as a police officer, felt threatened by him, and were defending
themselves. The protesters’ response, however, to Chief McElree’s attempt to arrest the instigator
was completely unjustified and not commensurate to this alleged threat from an unknown assailant.
Chief McElree had interacted with the protesters multiple times while they marched through the
Borough, warning them to stay on the sidewalk and obey traffic laws. He then approached the
scene on Front Street with his emergency lights and siren on, in the same police vehicle the
protesters had seen him in earlier. He then interacted with the officers on scene before proceeding
through the protesters to effectuate the necessary arrest. As he proceeded through the crowd and
during the attack, he verbally announced himself as a police officer multiple times. Chief McElree
was not bearing any weapon when he tried to make this arrest, and he made no threatening
statements or gestures other than to move through the crowd with purpose. Regardless of who
they thought Chief McElree was, the protesters’ response to his presence in the crowd went well
beyond what could be considered reasonable, necessary, or justified, especially when viewed from
the perspective of one elderly man versus forty teenagers and when taking into consideration there
were multiple police officers in close vicinity who could have been asked to address any possible
threat posed by Chief McElree’s presence. Instead, multiple protesters took the law into their own
hands and physically assaulted Chief McElree and continued that assault well beyond the time he
posed any possible danger and even after other members of QPD attempted to stop these attacks.
The protesters’ actions and unchecked aggression cannot be excused or forgiven because they are
children or thought this unarmed man posed some sort of threat to them or did not know he was a
police officer. What these protesters did was wrong and illegal, and they are old enough to know
that. The Borough and the Chief are just grateful that this violence was directed toward the Chief
and not some innocent bystander trying to get to his lunch date at Sunday’s.

Chief McElree and the Borough are both extremely proud of how all the officers of QPD reacted
to chaos that erupted when Chief McElree was attacked. Officers were able to deescalate and take
control of the situation without having to deploy chemical agents, tasers, or impact weapons.
These officers did not overreact; did not use inappropriate levels of force; and quickly subdued the
protesters who were breaking the law while ignoring those who were behaving appropriately. This
restraint and professionalism held firm despite the fact their Chief had been physically beaten by
these protesters and is a testament to the training drilled into them by Chief McElree.



After this incident was over, the Borough contacted the Bucks County District Attorney’s Office
to handle the investigation of QPD’s actions concerning the protest. This is the proper way to
address and review such a situation, and the DA’s Office has handled similar investigations into
QPD activities in the past. Subsequently, the Borough sought the assistance of the Police Chiefs’
Association of Bucks County to undertake a review of this incident from a policing perspective
and provide the Borough with guidance on how to better address these types of matters in the
future. This review resulted in previously released After Action Review Report. The Borough is
currently determining the best way to implement the recommendations set forth in this Report. At
this time, the Borough is not taking any disciplinary action against Chief McElree or any QPD
Officers concerning their actions prior to, during, or after this incident on February 20, 2026.

Screen shots taken from various videos illustrating the facts set forth above are attached as an
Exhibit to this Statement. Thank you.

Quakertown Borough Council
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Exhibit
Quakertown Borough Public Statement
February 20, 2026 Incident

Protesters walking in the street and through intersections, blocking traffic.

Protesters walking against the light, blocking traffic.
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Chief McElree interacting with protesters from his car during the march.



Protester kicking the passenger side door of the white pick-up truck.
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Protester walking into and blocking traffic.
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An officer in uniform attempting to arrest the instigator who is pulled away by other protesters.
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The location of the instigator being pointed out after she resisted and avoided arrest.



Protester grabbing Chief McElree and swinging cell phone at his head right next to a uniformed officer.
At this time, the Chief is not detaining anyone.



Protester striking Chief McElree in the back of the head with a fist while an officer is attempting to stop
them.

Another protester striking Chief McElree in the back of the head with a fist.



Same protester striking Chief McElree in the head with fist and knocking the Chief to the ground.

Protester kicking Chief McElree while he is on the ground and being punched by other Protesters.



Protester continuing to strike Chief McElree in the head with a fist while the Chief is on the ground.
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